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bad I suppose.  Good for those of you with the ability to take vacations filled with sun, sand 
and Pina Coladas, and bad for those of us who are stuck here in Illinois.  I do have some 
good news for the non-vacationers though, our next IRWA chapter meeting! I am pleased to 
announce that we have two excellent speakers lined up for the chilly winter meeting. Marc 
Magliari, spokesman for Amtrak, and Pam Broviak, Bureau Chief of Land Acquisition for the 
Illinois Department of Transportation District 1, have some interesting presentations for us. 
As is our new meeting format, the presentations will be followed by a social event sponsored 
by Contract Land Staff. Our meeting will be held at The Lucky Monk in South Barrington.  
This event is not to be missed, so mark your calendars for the afternoon of Thursday, 
February 11th. The entire afternoon is free for IRWA members thanks to our sponsor. 
 
And speaking of sponsors, our chapter sponsorship efforts were a great success for the 
second year running. We have one gold sponsor (HDR) and four bronze sponsors 
(Compass Surveying Ltd., Contract Land Staff, Paragon Partners Ltd., and Percheron). The 
sponsor program has enabled our chapter to offer meetings, social events, and networking 
opportunities at little or no cost for our members.  Thank you to all of our gracious sponsors! 
 
For those of you who missed our fall meeting in Springfield, I would like to inform you of our 
upcoming IRWA Legal Symposium. One of the valuable things I learned at the IRWA 
education conference this past June in meeting and talking to leadership from other 
chapters from around the country was that some of the most successful chapters, in terms 
of membership and participation, are known for hosting not just classes, but what I would 
call educational events. I brought this concept to our education chair, Robin Upchurch. My 
idea was for our chapter to host an IRWA legal educational event for which licensed 
attorneys could get continuing education credit. We recently started offering continuing 
education credit for appraisers and it was so successful I thought we were missing out on an 
opportunity if we failed to offer the same thing for other professionals and at the same time it 
would give us the ability to market the IRWA to a larger audience.  
 
Robin liked the idea, so we started brainstorming and working with headquarters on how we 
could accomplish this. Over time the concept evolved into what has now become a Legal 
Symposium. Thanks to the efforts of the team we put together to help organize this event, 
including Robin Upchurch, Mark C. Mathewson, Theresa Krystyniak-Campbell, Joanne 
Fehn, and myself, we have an incredible lineup of speakers for this full day educational 
event. There will be a variety of topics all relating to eminent domain in Illinois. 
 
We saw the bigger picture early on in the planning of this event and we are planning to be 
able to offer continuing education credit not only for Illinois licensed attorneys, but also for 
appraisers, real estate brokers, engineers, and surveyors! 
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 Happy New Year Chapter 12! 
 
We had an awesome turn out at our Second 
Annual Holiday Party at the Hofbrauhaus in 
Rosemont!  Thank you to everyone who was 
able to attend and for supporting our Toys for 
Tots donation efforts. 
 
Fall is far behind us now and winter has finally 
arrived, in full force it seems, which is good and  
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My grand vision is that this can perhaps become a biennial event for which our chapter becomes known. More details will 
be forthcoming in the next month as we work through the process of obtaining continuing education approvals from the 
state of Illinois (and hopefully Indiana). Space will be limited and we anticipate great demand for this event, so if you are 
interested in attending I encourage you to set aside Wednesday, April 20th. 
 
Please also mark your calendars for some other important upcoming events including: 
 

• Region 5 Spring Forum on April 22nd and 23rd, 2016 at the Stonewall Resort in Roanoke, WV 
• International Education Conference from June 12th through 15th, 2016 at the Gaylord Opryland Resort and 

Convention Center in Nashville, TN 
 
If you have not already done so, don’t forget to renew your IRWA membership.  The deadline for renewal has been 
extended to April, but please renew ASAP!  
 
As always, a special thank you to all of our new members, we are glad to have you and hope you will join us at our 
chapter meetings and social events. I encourage everyone to make the most of their membership in our organization by 
participating in chapter activities as well as our educational offerings. Education and building relationships is what the 
IRWA is all about.  
 
Be sure to check our chapter website (www.irwachapter12.org) for upcoming meetings, events and classes. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at our next meeting! 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kris Koehler 
President IRWA Chapter 12  
  
 
 

 

The ROI of Generosity 
Angel Banks, SR/WA - RWIEF Trustee 

 
Long after my chapter’s fall seminar, I am still struck by an experience there.  It was announced 
that a long-time member and his family had lost everything during the devastating October floods in 
Columbia, SC.  Their home, belongings and vehicles, all gone – they had nothing but what they 
carried out in backpacks.  Shortly after the seminar, members, guests and seminar speakers had 
donated over $2,000 dollars for the family!  My chapter is not unique in this kind of response; I 
know many of you can recall similar experiences in your own chapters and regions. 
 
I joined the IRWA because of member generosity, given freely and in many forms.   Members 
invited me to their offices, teaching me the business by sharing their procedures and experiences.  
Members taught me leadership and people skills.   Members shared their time and expertise in 
discussion of industry issues.  Members volunteered their time to perform work in my chapter and 
region.  The list goes on. 
 
This is a difficult, but rewarding industry.  Our Association leaders and Foundations ask a lot of the 
membership.  In part, because we are the industry’s cream of the crop.  And, in part, because we 
give generous gifts of time, talent and financial support.  As members, we have given much to the 
Association and our Foundations, but we have received so much more as a result of that giving. 
 
Winter is a time for reflection and taking stock.   As the season envelopes us with shorter days and 
colder temperatures, take time to celebrate yourself, to reflect on your accomplishments and your 
generosity in both your professional and personal life.  You make a difference in this world! 
 
Then take more time to ponder and give thanks for all that has been given to you.  Just look 
around.  We all have much to be grateful for. 
 



 

A big Thank 
You to our 
Sponsors! 
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Check out our website for more 

information about each our sponsors: 
 

http://www.irwachapter12.org/sponsors.p
hp#sponsor4 

 

 

Congratulations to the following individuals who are making great strides 
in their Professional Development: 

 
Michael Price   Recertification for SR/WA 
Jack Petersen   Recertification for R/W-RAC 
Michael Elder   received R/W-AC Certificate 
Richard Knitter   received R/W-AC Certificate 
Nathan Briggs   received RWA Certificate 
David Rogers   received R/W-AC Certificate 
Jeffrey Marx    received SR/WA Designation 
Nathan Briggs   received RWP Certificate 
Denise Hortenstine   Recertification for SR/WA 
Carol Soberanis-Swart  Recertification for R/W-RAC 

 

Mark your calendars! 
 

IRWA Legal Symposium 
April 20, 2016 
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Chapter 12’s Second Annual Holiday Party
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In today’s economy, when uncertainty is all around us, the only sure thing is making yourself the most 
marketable person in your profession by attending professional events, staying current on trends, 
maintaining your certifications, and renewing your professional network. 
 
Professionals who attend the IRWA Annual International Education Conference know they will 
discover the latest trends, professional development tools and strategic innovations that will give them 
and their organizations the edge they need over their competition. 
 
This event is also where serious business connections are made and solutions for challenging times 
are discovered.  When you attend this conference, you’ll be energized by the experience of 
networking with hundreds of right of way professionals.  You and your organization can’t afford to miss 
this event. 
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    2016 Region 5 Spring Forum 
    April 22 & 23, 2016 
    Stonewall Resort 
    Roanoke, WV  26447 

Agenda: 
Saturday (4/23) Business Meeting 
8:30 am - Noon Morning Session 
Noon - 1:00 pm Lunch 
1:00 - 5:00 pm Afternoon Session 
A hospitality suite has been reserved for a social 
gathering Friday night and again on Saturday night 



 
 

Upcoming Meetings & Events 
 
February 11, 2016 Chapter 12’s Winter Business Meeting 
   South Barrington, IL 
 
April 20, 2016  Legal Symposium 
   Schaumburg, IL 
 
April 22-23, 2016 Region 5 Spring Forum 
   Roanoke, WV 
 
June 12-15, 2016 IRWA Annual International Education Conference 
   Nashville, TN 
 
 

Upcoming Courses – Region 5 

 
February 22, 2016 506  Advanced Business Relocation Assistance 
   Milwaukee, WI 
 
February 24, 2016 801  U.S. Land Titles 
   Okemos, MI 
 
March 2, 2016  406B  7 Hour National USPAP Course 
   Columbus, OH 
 
March 8, 2016  600  Environmental Awareness 
   Elkhart Lake, WI 
 
March 16, 2016  406B  7 Hour National USPAP 
   Ann Arbor, MI 
 
April 12, 2016  SR/WA Review Study Session & Exam 
   Brookfield, WI 
 
April 22, 2016  213  Conflict Management 
   Roanoke, WV 
 
May 2, 2016  800  Principles of Real Estate Law 
   Appleton, WI 
 
May 4, 2016  803  Eminent  Domain Law Basics for ROW Professionals 
   Appleton, WI 
 
June 6, 2016  213  Conflict Management 
   Wausau, WI 
 
June 7, 2016  200  Principles of R.E. Negotiation 
   Wausau, WI 
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 Would you like to submit an article or information for the newsletter?   
Are you interested in placing an advertisement? 

Contact Lisa Krenz at lisa.krenz@bp.com 
 

mailto:lisa.krenz@bp.com
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