
. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  
  

Hello Chapter 12 Members, 
 
This past quarter we have been 
busy gathering data and 
planning so that we can start to 
implement some fun social 
events to our calendar.  Cassy, 
our rising young professional 
and Treasurer, worked diligently 
to create a short survey, 
released this past August, with 
pointed questions to find out 
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President’s Message 
 

what you would want for our chapter.  In gathering and reviewing the responses 
from you, Chapter 12, we have ascertained that you would want some social 
activities.  Over half of the participant responses stated that they would attend a 
social function separate from the Business Meeting.  A BIG 83% said “YES” to 
attend a Holiday Social function with a majority vote for a casual event.  Over half 
of the respondents stated that the maximum price point you would feel 
comfortable paying for the Holiday party would be $50.  Some of the other 
questions were to find out if you have been fine with the business meeting 
locations and a majority response came in with a “YES.” Also, the top two 
speaking topics you would be interested in the most was Transportation being the 
first choice and Utilities second.  This survey was an insightful discovery which 
helped us plan our future events accordingly.  
 
We are listening to you, members, and will be hosting our first IRWA Chapter 12 
Holiday Party!  Get prepared for a wonderful casual evening December 4th, 2014 
at the charming historical Naperville Estate, Meson Sabika.  We are asking our 
members to help support “Toys for Tots” by bringing a new toy, for children in 
need, to the Holiday Party.  Let’s get ready to spread some Holiday joy! 
 
During the month of October we are announcing a Sponsorship Package 
Program for our member companies to showcase your services to hundreds of 
professionals in all facets within the right of way industry.  Sign up for the 
Sponsorship Package Program will be limited from the release date October 7th 
thru to end of October 30th, 2014.  Bring to light the services your company offers 
by picking a Sponsorship Package that fits your marketing needs.  Look for the 
email on October 7th  with the subject heading “IRWA Chapter 12 Sponsor 
Package.” 
 
We have a lot more in store to finish out this year and start next year with some 
socializing and fun.  Thank you Cassy for your smart work in creating the 
inquisitive survey and thank you Illinois Chapter 12 for taking the initial effort in 
letting us know what you desire.   
 
Rachel Bricout 
IRWA Chapter 12 President 
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IRWA Chapter 12 Golf Outing Sponsors  

 

Congratulations to the 2014 Project of the Year Winner: 
 

Tri-State Tollway (I-294)/I-57 
Interchange Project 

Partnering with the Illinois Department of Transportation, the Illinois Tollway’s $719 

million project will connect two major interstates, bringing economic development and 

enhanced mobility to the Chicago Southland.  Project led by Rocco Zucchero, Deputy 

Chief of Engineering for Planning and Joanne Fehn, Land Acquisition Manager. 

 

 

GOLD MEDAL SPONSORS 
Wheatland Title Company - John Ammons 

HDR Engineering, Inc. - Carol Bellinger 
Compass Surveying LTD – Mike Filipski 

Spaceco, Inc – Brian Lounsbury 
Civiltech Engineering, Inc. – Dave White 

 
 

SILVER MEDAL SPONSORS 
BP Pipelines - Dave Sommerfeld 

Paragon Partners, Ltd. – Norm Henenberg 
Farnsworth Group, Inc. – Joe McKenna 

Comcast – Bob Schulter 

 
 

BRONZE MEDAL SPONSORS 
Salem Land – Jeff Richardson 

ERM – Bob Jones 
Ameren – Roger Nelson 
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Fall Business Meeting 

Thursday, November 6th, 2014 

 
9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. - Business Meeting 

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Speakers 

 

The Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

Illinois State Fair Grounds  

1 Natural Resource Way (B / C Room) 

Springfield, IL 62702-1271 

217-782-6302 

 

 

 
Please join us for the IRWA Illinois Chapter 12 Fall Business Meeting. This meeting will include quarterly 

chapter business and three presentations from: 
 

 
Tom Wolf, Executive Director, Energy Council, Illinois Chamber of Commerce 

“Illinois Energy 301 – What the frack is going on out there?” 
 

Shawnee Professional Services  
“Surveying the Right of Way with Drone Technology” 

 
Carol Bellinger, Associate Vice President, HDR 

“The Devil’s In The Details – Strategy for Successful Project Delivery” 
 
 

(Registration due by October 30, 2014 and includes breakfast muffins /coffee  
with lunch sandwiches by SPARC Catering) 

 
 

Registration Form and PayPal are available at the Chapter 12 Website 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
2014 Region 5 Fall Forum          

October 10 & 11, 2014 
Marriott Louisville East 

Jeffersontown, KY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Registration: http://www.irwaregion5.org/files/Download/2014Region5FallForum-1.pdf 
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WINNEBAGO COUNTY WATER DISTRICT 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 
Winnebago County is presently experiencing some of the highest unemployment in the State of Illinois with 
a rate of about 11%. There are only five other counties within the State with a higher rate of unemployment. 
A concerted effort is being made by all levels of government within the County to alleviate this situation by 
encouraging the creation of new jobs and sustaining existing jobs. Several methods have been employed 
by the County to mitigate the high employment levels  including  construction  of  capital  projects  that  
supports  the  operations  of  existing employers as well as encourages potential new employers to locate 
to the area. The County has invested heavily in the past eight years bonding some $34,000,000 to 
supplement other funds to create economic opportunities. 

 
One of these areas of investment is the Rock 39 Industrial Park on Baxter Road east of the 1-39 
Interchange where the County has bonded some $5,000,000 to create a public water system to provide 
potable water and fire protection. In 2011 the Winnebago County Board determined that in order to 
encourage private investment in the Southeastern section of the County and to provide a drinking 
water source for residents in the area other than private wells a water distribution system must be 
provided. In 2011 the Villages of Cherry Valley and New Millford requested that Winnebago County 
provide a waterworks systems within their incorporated territories. In January of 2012 by action of the 
County Board the Winnebago County Water District was created. In June of 2012 Winnebago County and 
the Villages of Cherry Valley and New  Millford  entered  into  an  intergovernmental  agreement  which  
allowed  the  Winnebago County  Water  District  to  provide  water  service  within  their  incorporated  
boundaries.  In December of 2013 the Winnebago County Board passed an ordinance establishing 
Chapter 68 of the County Code to provide for the operation of the County's water supply system. 

 
The current system is composed of one 2,000,000 MGD well and pump house along with a 500,000 
gallon elevated tank which was erected in 2013. The County plans on drilling a second well later this year. 
Currently the District is serving one customer, Con-Way Freight Service with fire protection. A second 
freight service customer is scheduled to start construction of a new truck terminal south and east of the 
Con-Way which will be open in mid-2015. To continue development at Rock 39, to meet the goals of 
supporting existing County employers, to encourage new employment within the County and to supply a 
suitable source of drinking water to area residents the Water District is beginning the process of 
expanding the system west to New Milford. All told the project consists of the placement of some 
$25,000,000 of new water main and water facilities. 
 
Carlos Molina, P.E. 
Chapter 12 Transportation Chair 

 

New advertisement pricing for the Chapter 12 newsletter and website: 

Member  Business Card Size ¼ of a Page ½ Page 

Newsletter Ad $140 (4 issues) $160 (4 issues) $200 (4 issues) 

Website $480 (12 Months) $600 (12 Months) $900 (12 Months) 

 
Sign up for 1 year of advertising is available from October 1, 2014 thru October 31, 2014 ONLY.  The 

Quarterly Newsletter advertisement will be sent out Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall 2015.  Website 
advertisement will start November 1, 2014 and end October 31, 2014. 
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             Join us for food, fun and more! 

 

          Thursday, December 4th 

          4-9:00 P.M. 

           

          Meson Sabika 

          Naperville, IL 

 

            Save the date and stayed tuned for more information! 

 Make a donation 
 

Toys must be new and still in their original boxes/containers.  No stuffed animals or toy 
weapons please. 



Welcome New Relocation Education Committee Chair – Kim Polk 
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Kim B. Polk 
Senior Right of Way Specialist at HDR, Inc. 
 

 
Ms. Polk is a Chicago Native and attended Chicago State University majoring in 
Business. She loves inspirational teaching, juicing, traveling, and frequent trips to 
Arizona to visit the grandkids. She’s involved in various philanthropic outreach 
initiatives and hopes her passion for teaching transitions into a training platform 
for the introduction of young minds into the wonderful Right-of-Way Industry. 
 
Ms. Polk has worked in Right-of-Way since 2006 and has serviced both Public 
Sector Agencies and Private Projects in four states.  Prior to joining HDR, Inc. Ms. 
Polk worked with Urban Relocation Services, Inc. as a  Relocation Specialist on 
the Norfolk Southern Railway, 47th Street Intermodal Expansion Project, 

personally relocating more than 185 residential families with great focus on seniors impacted by the project. 
 
Ms. Polk’s career path includes working with Prudential Relocation Services, in Scottsdale, Arizona as a 
Relocation Counselor assisting many Government Agencies.  She provided policy consulting to the Clients 
transferring employees and managed the full relocation process, including home sale and the moving of 
household goods. 
 
Ms. Polk has also provided Right-of Way Services for two major Airport projects.  As a Right-of-Way Consultant 
for DRS & Associates, in Birmingham, Alabama, on the Birmingham Airport Authority’s Noise Abatement 
Project, Ms. Polk acquired parcels and successfully relocated impacted families under the Uniform Relocation 
Act. 
 
Ms. Polk delivered a range of relocation services for Robin A. Upchurch & Associates, in Chicago, Illinois. She 
was one of several Relocation Agents working on the O’Hare Modernization Program’s multibillion dollar Airport 
“Runway Expansion Project”. Ms. Polk personally assisted in the relocation of 135 residential families with 
great focus on seniors impacted by the project. Also while employed with Robin A. Upchurch & Associates Ms. 
Polk consulted with (GSA) Government Services Administration of the US, for the relocation of  15 Business 
tenants in the Chicago downtown area and was instrumental in the over-site and processing of more than 75 
claims for the Elkhart County Highway Department, with respect to one of the high profile Business tenants 
impacted by the CR 17 Bridge Widening Project. 
 
In addition to her Right-of-Way work, Ms. Polk has acknowledged expertise as a Real Estate Agent, with 
19 years of combined experience serving both Illinois and Arizona.  In the year 2000, while employed with 
Century 21 Dabbs & Associates, Ms. Polk received the prestigious “President’s Honor Award” for sales of over 
a one half-million dollars within a single quarter. 
 
Ms. Polk currently holds a State of Illinois Real Estate Broker’s License and is a member in good standing with 
the Chicago Association of Realtors, Illinois Association of Realtors, Arizona Association of Realtors and the 
National Association of Realtors. 
 
Ms. Polk is an approved Negotiator and Relocation Agent with the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT). 
 
Moreover, she is a member of the International Right of Way Association (IRWA), formerly held the position of 
Chapter 12-Relocation Representative for IRWA Region 5 (2006-2008), as well as a sitting member of the 
IRWA Relocation Industry Committee (2006-2008). 
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Dan T. Field 
Shawnee Professional Services 
 

 
Dan began early in life assisting his father -a then Real Estate Broker for his own 
Real Estate company - with appraisals.  After attending Southeastern Illinois 
Community College he received his Associate in Science and began employment 
with the Illinois Department of Transportation Engineering Department as a 
Technical Trainee completing basic survey and engineering duties along highway 
construction projects.  After a three-year sabbatical working construction in 
Houston TX, he returned to Southern Illinois and completed the Illinois 
Department of Corrections Training academy.  Dan began that career as a skinny 
22-year-old Correctional Officer in a very new world.  After 10 years serving in that 
capacity and completing his Bachelor of Arts with emphasis in Criminal Justice 

from Eastern Illinois University, he was promoted into the Clinical Services Department.   A great honor was 
being selected from a large group of candidates to receive the Federal Bureau of Investigations Crisis 
Negotiations Training and begin serving as a statewide correctional hostage negotiator.  Two high profile crisis 
incidents he was involved in, occurring in 2006 and 2009 resulted in promotion to the position of Statewide 
Crisis Negotiations (Hostage Rescue) Team Leader.  He served a total of 26 and half years with the 
Department of Corrections before retiring in 2012.    
   
Upon retiring from IDOC Dan began a new career as a Land Agent subcontracting for Shawnee Professional 
Services providing acquisition and program services for Ameren electric transmission lines throughout Central 
and Southern Illinois.  Dan has been amazed at how practical the same skill set of actively listening and dealing 
with difficult situations and people has applied to this new career. Since he belongs and serves as a board 
member on the Illinois Crisis Negotiations Association he already knew the benefit of networking and 
expanding his knowledge base by joining the IRWA.  Dan appreciates the opportunity to serve and belong to 
this professional association of peers.  
 
Hobbies and interest include continuing his association with crisis negotiations groups by providing case study 
and learning blocks for conferences throughout the US and Canada.  Dan is an avid triathlete, enjoys blues 
guitar, conversational Spanish and spending time with his 24 year old film maker Son Kelin, his 22 year old 
Surgical RN daughter Laeytn and wife Sherry (aka) “Ellie Mae” and all her “critters”.   
 

Welcome New Environment Education Committee Chair – Dan Field 
 

The Illinois Tollway is pleased to announce a visit from acclaimed FHWA speaker CLYDE JOHNSON. Clyde will be putting 

on a Billboard (aka Outdoor Advertising) seminar hosted by the Tollway (2700 Ogden Avenue, Room 219, Downers 

Grove, IL) on NOVEMBER 5 and 6. It is a 2 day seminar, for which you could apply for continuing education credits from 
your professional certifying organization. IRWA members are eligible to receive 11 CE credits for attending this event. 
The cost of the seminar is being covered by ISTHA.  
  
As engineers, please consider attending (at a minimum) the first sessions of both days – Clyde informs me that they are 
the most applicable to designers and non-land-acquisition folks.  
  
This invitation is open to anyone with interest or professional need for understanding the complexities of billboards and 
the enormous implications they can have on a project, both in terms of design and cost. The seminar will be attended by 
surveyors, appraisers, negotiators, IDOT and ISTHA land acquisition personnel and engineers, FHWA, billboard 
companies, and the other EOWA DSEs.   
  
RSVP to Mary Gerut at mary.gerut@ch2m.com  (required) by October 13th to reserve a space! 
 

mailto:mary.gerut@ch2m.com
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Hydraulic Fracturing in Illinois 
Watch where you stand? 

 
Remember the scene from the movie 300?  They were Sparta’s finest warriors arrayed in a closed ranked 
phalanx with shields held out.  They were a very imposing and impenetrable formation.   That is the vision one 
might get today when you try to simply speak to stakeholders in Illinois’ latest environmentally charged hot 
topic of Hydraulic Fracturing.  Regardless of anyone’s professional interface within this new development it is 
with the environmental interest that most individuals begin to draw lines.  Just like the 300 Spartans, you 
probably are not going to persuade those opposed to fracking to lower their shields and discuss the fog of 
information related to this subject in our industry.   At the same time arguments are made that corporate and 
special interest groups display the same tightly closed rank vision and are not interested in releasing any 
ground to additional “infringement” in an already very stringent Illinois regulatory prerequisite.  
 
So where does the landowner look for an honest informed opinion when deciding to lease land to this budding 
industry? Certainly, the Internet is a great wealth of information but it is awash with evident scientific articles 
with groups of stakeholders being accused of marshaling to support their point of view.  Trusted neighbors, on 
each side of the landowner may have polar opposite opinions that could further blur the landowner’s quest.  An 
equally tight spot is where do we, as acquisition agents, fit in with our attempt to impartially share all the 
industry nuances that will surely come to bear once negotiations begin. 
 
The bottom line is Illinois has always been a significant producer of American energy resources with coal and 
crude oil production.  Perhaps the fog of opinion and blanket mistrust is not as prevalent with today’s mass 
information age as it was in the early pioneer days.  The good news for us is, science has made great strides 
since the early energy lease procurement days began.  The Federal and State regulatory agencies provide 
oversight of environmental impacts. The Illinois General Assembly passed the Illinois Hydraulic Fracturing Act 
in June of 2013 as one of the most stringent regulatory measures compared to other area states. And to date, 
continues to hold inquiries before production begins in line with rigorous oversight. 
 
Therefore, as IRWA members, our opinions may vary but we should all expect that as gatekeepers involved in 
obtaining oil and gas leases we would be greatly served by being cognizant of the divisions within this industry 
and to the best of our abilities take the effort to educate ourselves on all the potential environmental talking 
points possible.        
 
Below are a couple of links that breaks down the regulatory measures of the law passed and another link 
regarding property rights: 
 
http://www.ogfj.com/articles/2013/06/illinois-governor-signs-strong-state-hydraulic-fracturing-regulations0.html 
 
http://blog.heartland.org/2014/05/hydraulic-fracturing-and-private-property-rights/ 
 
 
Dan Field 

Chapter 12 Environment Education Chair  

 

http://www.ogfj.com/articles/2013/06/illinois-governor-signs-strong-state-hydraulic-fracturing-regulations0.html
http://blog.heartland.org/2014/05/hydraulic-fracturing-and-private-property-rights/


  

Upcoming Meetings & Events 
 
October 10-11, 2014 2014 Region 5 Fall Forum 
   Jeffersontown, KY 
 
November 5-6, 2014 Billboard Seminar hosted by the Illinois Tollway 
   Downers Grove, IL 
 
November 6, 2014 Fall Chapter 12 Business & Education Meeting 
   Springfield, IL  
 
December 4, 2014 Chapter 12 Holiday Party 
   Meson Sabika, Naperville, IL 
 
February 12, 2015 Winter Chapter 12 Business & Education Meeting 
   Barbakoa, Downers Grove, IL 
 
May 15, 2015  Spring Chapter 12 Business & Education Meeting 
   Pinstripes, Oak Brook, IL 
 
June 14-17, 2015 International Education Conference 
   San Diego, CA 
 
 
 

Upcoming Courses – Region 5 

 
October 6, 2014  421 The Valuation of Partial Acquisitions  (4 Days) 
   Brookfield, WI 
 
October 14, 2014 606 The Environmental Process  (1 Day) 
   Hebron, KY 
 
October 15, 2014 603 Understanding Environmental Contamination in Real Estate  (1 Day) 
   Hebron, KY 
 
October 20, 2014 502 Business Relocation  (2 Days) 
   Ann Arbor, MI 
 
October 21, 2014 100 Principles of Land Acquisition  (4 Days) 
   Jeffersontown, KY 
 
November 19, 2014 213 Conflict Management  (1 Day) 
   Columbus, OH 
 
December 10, 2014 802 Legal Aspects of Easements  (1 Day) 
   Madison, WI 
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 Would you like to submit an article or information for the newsletter?   

Are you interested in placing an advertisement? 

Contact Lisa Krenz at 630.961.7970 or via email at lisa.krenz@bp.com 
 

mailto:lisa.krenz@bp.com

